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Message from the Director 
 
As I am writing this information for the 2019 Parks and Recreation Year End Report, 
I canôt help but to  be reflective on all that was accomplished in 2019.  As always, the 
Parks and Recreation Department    attempts to exceed all expectations while being 
transparent and maintaining our fiduciary responsibilities. 
 
In 2019, the Parks and Recreation Department oversaw the Apple Valley Sports Arena refrigeration     
conversion to an ammonia refrigerant.  This is no small task, and a very big project that was necessary,   
as the previous refrigerant that was used is no longer manufactured.  Working with our Independent 
School District 196 partner, this project was completed on time for ice this past fall.   
 
In 2019, the linear Cobblestone Lake Park of 27.4 acres was completed with a park located on the north 
western corner of the development.  This latest park in the series of pocket parks in the Cobblestone       
development features a restroom building, parking lot, as well as a beautiful picnic shelter with seating for 
75 people.  This shelter is available for any gathering and please feel free to contact the Parks and Recrea-
tion Department to make your reservation. 
 
These are just highlights and a snap shot of all that our dedicated staff accomplishes during the course of 
the year.  As the Director of your Parks and Recreation Department, I am proud of the current staff on 
board who attempt to serve our residents from maintenance to administration of the department!  Over the 
course of the next few years, we may see a significant change in staff members due to pending retirements.  
This employee shift will not decrease the dedication and devotion the Parks and Recreation Department 
has to serve you, the resident!  In addition, I wish to thank all of our volunteers who perform tasks that  
often times go unnoticed by the general public.  These dedicated individuals and groups serve a vital   
function keeping our park system one of the finest park systems in the metropolitan area. 
 
As 2020 is upon us, the Parks and Recreation Department is again gearing up for another busy year.   
I invite any resident whom may have a question or comment to contact my office at 952.953.2310 or  
bbernstein@cityofapplevalley.org to have any questions or comments addressed. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Barry Bernstein 
Director, Parks and Recreation 
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To provide recreation and leisure opportunities which: 

Ŀ Promote positive growth of individuals and communities. 

Ŀ Contribute to the social, physical, educational, mental, emotional, cultural, and general well-being of the community 

and its people. 

Ŀ Help people achieve fuller, happier, and more harmonious and effective lives. 

Ŀ Promote family units and develop understanding and positive interaction among people. 

Ŀ Provide adequate physical facilities and program opportunities, which encourage people of the community to become 

more self-sustaining in their leisure. 

Ŀ Preserve and hold for the future our natural environment to assure freedom of choice in recreational experiences. 

mailto:bbernstein@cityofapplevalley.org
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Parks and Recreation divisions are financed through the Cityôs General Fund Budget, with the exceptions of the golf 

course and arenas, which are Enterprise FundsΦ 
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The Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee (PRAC) is an appointed committee of volunteer citizens.  The pur-
pose of the PRAC is to advise and make recommendations to City Council concerning parks, recreation, open 
space, and trail issues.  In addition, the PRAC provides input to City staff, acting as an advisory board on commu-
nity interests concerning recreation and parks. 

 

The PRAC consists of seven (7) members.  Members are appointed by the City Council for three (3) year terms.  
The Chairperson and Secretary are elected annually by the committee members at an ñorganizational meetingò typ-
ically held in March.  Meetings are scheduled the first Thursday of January, March, May, September, and Novem-
ber, with additional meetings called as needed throughout the year. 
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  aŀǊƪ {ŎƘƻǊƛ 

  aŀǧƘŜǿ IƛƴǊƛŎƘǎ 

  .ǊŜƴǘƻƴ {ŎƘǳƭȊ ό/ƘŀƛǊύ 

  WƻǎƘǳŀ DŀƄŜ ό{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅύ 

  bƻŜƭ IŀƳƳƛƭƭ 

  [ƛǎŀ IƛŜōŜǊǘ όƴƻǘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜŘύ 

  .ƻȅŘ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ όǊŜǎƛƎƴŜŘύ 

  WŜǎǎƛŎŀ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ όǊŜǎƛƎƴŜŘύ 

  .Ŝƴ ±ŀƴ DǳƴŘȅ όǊŜǎƛƎƴŜŘύ 
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The PRACôs work covers a broad range of issues which must be acted upon in a timely manner.  Occasionally, the 
formation of ñtask forceò or ñstudy groupsò becomes necessary to look into or work further on more complex is-
sues.  Participation in these groups is voluntary. 
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The City has enacted an ordinance under Minnesota law which grants a community the authority to receive land or 
cash in lieu of land for purposes from residential and commercial/industrial developers.  This dedication is set de-
pending on the size of the proposed development and whether it is a residential or commercial/industrial develop-
ment.  If the amount of land is not sufficient to support a park, a cash dedication is accepted.  The amount of the 
cash dedication is based on the type of residential or commercial/industrial unit.  The Committee annually reviews 
dedication funds.  The cash collected goes into a fund for purchase and/or development of parks throughout the 
community.   
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wequired by the Metropolitan Council, the City maintains a ñComprehensive Guide Planò for the city.  One 
segment of the plan includes parks.  Neighborhood service areas are defined to help determine what park needs 
might be for each portion of the city.  A complete copy of the Plan is available on the Cityôs web site at 
www.ci.apple-valley.mn.us. 
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Meetings were held March 7, May 2, September 5, and 
November 7.  Regular meetings were held in the Munici-
pal Centerôs Council Chambers and video broadcast on 
Charter Communication Cable Channel 180 starting at 
7:00 p.m.  Informal meetings were held at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Municipal Centerôs Regent Conference Room prior 
to each Regular meeting. 
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¶ Pickleball 

¶ Kelley Park Plan Update 

¶ Applewood Pointe Development (corner of McAndrews Road and Pilot Knob Road) 

¶ Introduction of New Committee Members 

¶ Re-Naming of the Teen Center to Johnny Cake Activity Center 

¶ Inclusive Play 

¶ Quarry Point Park Field #4 

¶ Apple Valley Family Aquatic Center Update/New Tot Area 

¶ Kelley Park Clock Tower 

¶ Disc Golf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ci.apple-valley.mn.us
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WINTER SNOW 

Blizzard conditions the weekend of February 23-24, 2019, created some 

impressive drifts. This one was located at the intersection of Pilot Knob 

Road and 160th Street.  Staff did a great job opening pathways, walkways, 

and parking lots in a timely  manner.  The last snowfall of the season, April 

11, involved 8.5 inches of heavy wet snow.  

 

 

SPRING RAINS, MELTING WINTER SNOW, AND FOG 
Isolated flooding of areas of Apple Valley were reported last week.       

Galaxy Park is one of those areas. Johnny Cake Ridge Park East was also overflowing with rain and melting snow.  
Mother Nature is finally making her transition from winter to spring. 
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A series of underground pipes were installed to divert roof water away from the Senior Center building to address      

erosion issues. 
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Six sets of bean bag toss boards were constructed in-house to accommodate scheduled 

league play at Johnny Cake Ridge Park during the summer. 

 

The original Cobblestone Lake Park sign located on the southern section of the park 

was rebuilt, as was the Redwood Park sign.  A renovation of the Johnny Cake Ridge 

Park East concessions was accomplished.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Park Maintenance crews constructed footings, built the block wall, and assisted with the installation of the Rotary clock 

tower at Kelley Park. 
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A new pitching mound was installed on Legion Field, and the pitching approach on Quarry Point Field #1 was replaced.  

New roofs were installed on Soccer C and Legion Field press box. 
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Buckthorn removal was coordinated at Keller and Greenleaf parks.  Thistle removal was done around the Apple Valley 

Family Aquatic Center.  Tree Trust installed new playground borders at Greening and Duchess parks.  Scout projects 

included a block planter around the new Redwood sign, a new grill installation at Farquar Park, and tree planting at Em-

bry Path. 

 

 

 

 

 


